
Somerville School 
 

Ridgewood Public Schools 
Dr. Lorna Oates-Santos, Principal 

                                                            
                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                              
  

 

February 27, 2018 E-News 

Dear Parents, 

 

The recent tragedy at Stoneman Douglas High School in Florida has shaken all of us - educators 

and parents alike - and brought renewed attention to the threat of school violence and the 

ongoing debate around gun control.  Each and every day we gather 419 eager learners and 50 

staff members together in the warm halls of Somerville School to learn and grow together.  It is 

heartwarming to see students line up eagerly and enter the building chatting with their 

friends.  While the day is full of joy and hard work, it also comes with incredible responsibility 

to ensure the safety of all involved.  Over the past week I have received many questions about 

our procedures.  I hope this email reassures folks that we are trained to take care of your 

children and have excellent security measures in place; also I hope it enables you to reassure 

your own children and engage in a conversation well-equipped to answer questions. 

 Somerville School is a locked facility during school hours.  All parents and visitors enter 

through the flag-pole doors.  We do screen visitors through a camera and intercom 

system.  What you can do to help: When you buzz at the building, please be patient 

and answer questions such as your name, who your child is and the purpose of your 

visit.  Even though you might be a "frequent flyer", the office is a busy place and Ms. 

Nebbia and Ms. Pauley take each buzz seriously!  Also, please do not allow other 

people to enter with you unless you announce the person through the intercom 

system as well.  For example, once I am buzzed in, if Dr. Fishbein approaches, I 

would press the button and say, "I'm coming in with Dr. Fishbein."  If it is someone 

that you do not know, please ask them to buzz in separately.   



 All visitors are required to sign in and out at the main office.  If a visitor does not sign 

in at the office, it may lead to a lockdown situation involving the police.  What you 

can do to help:  Please make sure to sign in each time you visit the building and 

remind other visitors that they should do the same.  Also, limit your need to visit the 

school for drop-offs of water bottles, lunches and instruments.  The less traffic we 

have in and out of the building for those items, the better! 

 Our students are experts at fire drills!  We have one fire drill a month and chart the 

time that it takes to exit the building.  I am careful to vary the time of day and day 

of the week to ensure that students practice in a variety of settings.   

 We also practice a Safety Drill each month.  While these drills are for different 

circumstances, they fall into two primary categories:  Lockdown and Evacuation.  A 

Lockdown Drill requires a class to move to a private section of the classroom where 

they cannot be viewed from the door and sit quietly with the lights off; the door is 

locked.  An Evacuation Drill requires all students and staff to exit the building and 

move to a safe location.  Each month we alternate the drills, mixing up the day of 

the week and time of day.  We have been running these drills for the past ten years, 

and we try to improve each time.   

 There is an annual review of our Crisis Manuals each summer to update information and 

ensure that the support staff throughout the district, and the police/fire, have 

accurate information. 

 Most importantly, there are specific measures in place to proactively create a culture of 

care in Somerville.  Our character education program is taught every week in 

class.  We have monthly read-a-loud books to promote positive character traits and 

we model kindness on a daily basis! 

Many parents have asked how to talk about these drills with their children in an appropriate 

way.  Each child is different and balancing the need for honesty with developmental readiness 

can be difficult.  An easy and honest explanation is,  We practice these drills so that we know 

what to do in an emergency.  An emergency can be a fire, a medical issue for a staff member 

or student, or something dangerous in the building.  We do not always know when an 

emergency will occur and what will happen, but if we practice these drills, we will do a great 

job keeping ourselves safe.   

 

I am happy to answer any questions about safety and security.  As a large and flexible 

organization, it is a challenge to keep everyone healthy and safe; this effort requires the 

commitment of all parents, staff and students.  I appreciate all you do to help.  I also assure 

you that I take the safety of all 422 of my students (419 in Somerville and 3 biological!) as my 

absolute top priority.   

 

Fondly, 

Dr. Oates 

 



REMINDERS 

 February 28th:  Science Fair All Day 

 February 28th:  Wellbeing 2017-2018 Speaker Series, "Developing Grit, Self-

Control, and a Positive Mindset: The Keys to Success" ~ GWMS 7-9 pm 

 Ongoing: The month of March will be pancake mix and syrup coordinated 

by our first grade.  Please consider donating to this worthy cause! 

 March 3rd:  Super Science Saturday @ the High School 9am-1:30 pm. 

 

HSA E-NEWS 

FROM THE PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

Hello all: A somber note this week… Want to let you know that a number of parents 
reached out to me about the unbearably sad events in Florida over the past week. 
Especially tough time for everyone with kids in their lives. If it draws us closer as a 
community, at least one good thing will have come out of it. Please feel free to reach 
out with your thoughts or concerns: somervilleschoolhsa@gmail.com. 

SCIENCE FAIR   Get set to have an empirically good time tonight at 
Somerville’s Science Fair 7:00 – 8:30 pm in the gym. Over 70 kid exhibitors! If you 
are an exhibitor, set-up is at 3:00, right after school. Labels with students’ names 
and grades will be taped to the table to show where their project goes. Once your 
project is in place, you are free to leave and come back for the fun and learning 
at 7:00. 

NEXT TUESDAY IS FOR TAKE-OUT at the Catchy Caterer in Ho-Ho-Kus. Next week, 
take a day off from cooking on Tuesday, March 6th, all day! They deliver! Let them 
know you’re from Somerville when you place your order and Catchy Caterer will donate 
fifteen percent of sales to the Home and School Association. Walk in, phone, or order 
online at www.thecatchycaterer.com. Wish we had scratch ‘n sniff for E-news so you 
could smell their delicious Italian Wedding Soup and lasagna! Family-friendly menu and 
they have vegetarian options, too. (201) 445-6400. 

INTERNATIONAL DAY is April 5th. We have some wonderful new countries 
representing this year, including Kazakhstan, Croatia, Norway and Cambodia! If 
you would like to participate, contact co-chairs Mayumi 
Harada mayumiharada@mac.com or Anthony 
Fasano anthony@engineeredcontent.com. 

mailto:somervilleschoolhsa@gmail.com
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/xs9ic9-zTDM_lqQJgxmZHA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRcdrXvP0QgaHR0cDovL3d3dy50aGVjYXRjaHljYXRlcmVyLmNvbS9XB3NjaG9vbG1YBAAAAAFCCgACb4KVWju7tRdSHGNhbmViYmlhQHJpZGdld29vZC5rMTIubmoudXM~
mailto:mayumiharada@mac.com
mailto:anthony@engineeredcontent.com


GROCERY CARDS Thanks to all who bought grocery cards to pay for their groceries 
at Stop n Shop, Shop Rite, and Kings! The winning class of our “There’s a Fortune in 
Your Grocery Cards” participation contest will be announced next week… 

FAIRWAY COMMUNITY PARTNER UPDATE Somerville families remembered to swipe 
their Fairway Community Partners key fob tags 170 times during Fairway’s third fiscal 
quarter. That represents over $15,000 in Fairway grocery sales counted toward our 
HSA donation. According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Americans spend, on 
average, around 6% of their budget at the grocery store. Make sure your food dollars are 
generating cash for your school. Pick up a key fob from the Somerville office and get 
it scanned every time you buy something at Fairway. 

RPL READING MARATHON MONTH    The Reading Marathon Bingo Portion is 

complete! Thank you to all the students who participated and all the parents who donated 

so far. If you would like to make a donation to The Friends of the Library, it is not too late! 

Paper donations are due to your child’s class by Wednesday February 28. Online 

donations are still accepted 

at https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=TdJwnRuUHHoCD2U_sOJeCOVQFZjza8iHLh

VYFOsm0wAH2GhDW0OoKwpZjaQBd1rvKnjVwW&country.x=US&locale.x=US . 

Congratulations to all the prizewinners. Raffle winners will be announced soon. The 2nd 

Annual Comic Con was a huge success and thanks to all who attended. 

-- Tammy Juco, Reading Marathon Chair tjuco@yahoo.com. 

 

Alexa Wagschal                                        

President, Somerville HSA 
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